














Corps also encouraged
more varied nurse
training in such fields
as convalescent care,
public health,
pediatrics, tuberculosis
nursing, and
psychiatric nursing.
Importantly, the
Corps and the
exigencies of the war

helped to integrate

nursing programs that

Cadet Nurse adjusting traction for a patient at Biad sacepted uly white students
Freedmeny Hospital, Washington, D.C. befireilie war The Corpsialss
provided a forum at the upper
echelons of the Federal government for Estelle Massey Riddle (a member of the
original Division of Nurse
Education Advisory Committee)
and the National Association for
Colored Nurses to voice their
concerns about the conditions of
black nursing schools and the
limited career opportunities for
African American nurses.

The Corps Nurse Corps also
established a prominent place for

nursing in the Public Health

The cover of Figuratively Speaking, a “posture
bandbook” designed Lo teach Cadet Nurses how to

ude thetr bodies “effectively and healthfully” while
nursing and to develop the Cadets into “The
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trimmeat, smartest group of uniformed women to

be seen today.”
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Service. During the period 1944-1946, 46 per cent of the Public Health Service’s
budget was devoted to the Corps.

The Cadet Nurse Corps represents one of the few examples in American
history where the Federal government allocated large sums of taxpayer's money
for nursing education. It may well have helped to pave the way for later Federal
grants to educational institutions to increase and improve health manpower.

On a national level, the attention and the organizational support given to the
Cadet Nurse Corps was phenomenal and has never been repeated with such
fervor. Lucile Petry fittingly remarked, “without the tumult of World War 11, we

might have waited more decades to open our eyes to the bigness of nursing.”
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Cadet Nurses of the
Kabler School of
Nursing, Rochester,
Minnesota taking
their oath in 1994,
(Photograph
courtesy of Ruth
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